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7 Activity Reports 

7.1 Library 
7.1.1  Children’s Library 

During the July school holidays we held children’s activities based on the concepts “Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle”.  For the first week from Monday 9 July we had a brick building challenge for which 
the children had to either build the longest or the strongest bridge possible.  The “reuse” element 
here was that instead of renting bricks from an outside business, we decided it was better to invest 
in our own brick collection.  34 children and 12 adults participated in this activity.  It was nice to 
see the parents and grandparents getting involved by passing on their engineering insights. 

The next activity, recycle, was “Frankentoys” which involved disassembling discarded toys 
(sourced from the Resource Recovery Park) and the children recycling them into new creations, 
using their imaginations. Some weird and wonderful inventions were created.  28 children and 10 
adults participated. 

On Friday 13 July Julie from Eco Educate taught the children about worm farms and how they 
could reduce waste.  The children were able to make their own worm farms and take them home.  
28 children and 10 adults attended.  All activities have qualified for the Burty Challenge, which has 
proved a popular idea, with about half of the children so far attending another Council activity. 

Throughout the term itself we have continued our standard programming with daily school class 
visits and a weekly Story and Rhyme Time for pre-schoolers, which has had a consistent 
attendance of around 8 children and 7 adults.  
 

7.1.2 Visitor Information 
There were 79 visitor information enquiries in May and 39 in June.   

 

7.2  Ashburton Museum 
7.2.1  Sharing collections 

The new exhibition about the Tekau Knitwear company has provided a great opportunity to 
engage with our local community. It tells the story of this important business whose reach 
extended far beyond Ashburton. Exhibition planning started with just three items in the collection. 
Staff hosted an event for former Tekau workers and shared plans for the exhibition through the 
worker’s friendship networks, social and print media. The result has been overwhelming with 
stories, garments, ephemera and messages coming in from throughout New Zealand and 
Australia.  

The international fashion brand NOM*d has lent garments made by Tekau and worn at London 
Fashion Week in 1999, and the New Zealand Fashion Museum has helped promote the exhibition 
and lent material. Best of all has been the feedback from visitors who are enjoying seeing their 
story told in a lively and positive light. The exhibition is complemented by dedicated programmes 
for children. 

The museum has also added new holiday programmes for children, with well over 200 children 
now signed up to the Museum Adventurers Club.  
 

7.2.2 Burty Challenge 
Teams across Museum, Library, Open Spaces and EA Networks Centre have planned a new school 
holiday challenge, to inspire families to make the most of all venues these school holidays.  
If popular, it is hoped to grow the challenge in future. 
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WAKANUI BEACH ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT 2018 — PAGE 2 

Introduction  

 The Ashburton District Council has carried out enhancement and restoration work in a 6.3 

hectare reserve area at Wakanui Beach, which is situated on the coast as indicated in the above 

topographical map some 16 kilometres southeast of Ashburton.  The location of the reserve, which 

has a hut settlement, public toilets, signage and a grassed parking area, is highlighted pale yellow in 

greater detail in the aerial photograph below. 

One archaeological site had been recorded in this area in 1977 and in the course of an 

archaeological assessment commissioned by the Ashburton District Council (Trotter 2017) another 

was discovered nearby. 

Because the area involved, parts of RS 845, and RS 846, included recorded archaeological 

sites an Authority, number 2018/105, was obtained from Heritage New Zealand to cover any 

disturbance that might be caused to these sites by the improvement programme.  This report covers 

work done on 8 May 2018 – further work may be done under the same Authority at a later date. 
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Looking north-westwards to the hinterland from Wakanui Beach 

Physical Environment and Land History 

It is likely that the immediate area around Wakanui Beach once supported low-forest 

vegetation such as kanuka (Leptospermum), kowhai (Sophora), Pittosporum, and cabbage trees 

(Cordyline), while older soils would have grown Podocarp forest (cf Trotter 1972a).  Early in the 

period of human settlement, however, much of the bush was burnt off, leaving a coastal landscape 

that was described by Edward Shortland when travelling between Wakanui and Rakaia in 1844 as 

“no trees in any direction on the plain, the only growth being tufts of grass, stunted fern and "tutu" 

[Coriaria sp.]” (Shortland 1851: 240). 

The history of the development of farming and associated services in the general area has 

been reviewed by W. H. Scotter in his book Ashburton – A History of Town and County (Scotter 

1972).  As with much of Canterbury it commenced with pastoral farming – in this case in the 1860s 

– being soon followed by the growing of grain, particularly wheat for milling, and finally mixed and

specialised farming.

The Wakanui Creek has had a varied history.  Its bed was once a branch of the Ashburton 

River (Trotter 1977; McPherson 1997), and in the late 1870s water from the Ashburton was used to 

work a flour mill before being discharged into the Wakanui.  In 1888 flood protection and irrigation 

matters were considered to be of sufficient importance to be handled by a specially formed 

Wakanui River Board (Ashburton Guardian 1888) which was not abolished until 1936.  More 

recently the water flow was greatly reduced in 1983 when upstream diversion works were carried 

out to better provide stock water and to help reduce risk of flooding (Bubb 2003).  At the time of 

the 2016 archaeological assessment (Trotter 2017) there was no water in the creek bed at Wakanui 

Beach, but in May 2018 it had formed a small lagoon at the mouth, covering site L37/21. 

The Name Wakanui 

On 26 January 1844 Edward Shortland, travelling northwards along the coast from Waikouaiti 

with Maori guides while carrying out a census of southern Maori, noted “In the morning we went on a 

short distance to Whakanui or Hakanui,* meaning the great halting place, and remained there by the 

advice of our guide till the afternoon.  Between this place and the river Orakaia [Rakaia], a distance of 

about twenty-five miles, there is no fresh water to be obtained, except in the winter months.  It thus 

became necessary to carry water with us; and, since by avoiding the heat of the day we should require 
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a smaller quantity, we rested till the sun began to decline, taking advantage of the shelter of a good 

hut built here for the convenience of travellers.  We then filled our teakettle, saucepan, and several 

glass bottles which we discovered on the premises, and recommenced our journey.  [Footnote to 

original text:] *This word would be pronounced Whanganui by other tribes.”  (Shortland 1851: 237.) 

Two weeks earlier the Church of England missionary, Bishop Selwyn, had travelled much the 

same route but in the opposite direction.  On 12 January 1844 his party walked southwards from the 

Rakaia River over a “dry gravelly plain” without fresh water, then came “to our great joy, to the 

Wanganui River, flowing from the snowy mountains through the plain, where we dined, and 

afterwards walked along the soft shingly beach till sunset...”  (Selwyn 1851: 11) 

Over four years later, Walter Mantell, in the process of setting aside reserves for the Ngāi 

Tahu of Canterbury, was also travelling southwards from Rakaia when he wrote “The plain rises 

imperceptibly towards the South so that when we at length reached the small delta of Hakanui or 

Wanganui we had to descend a steep bank of about 60 feet – the land at Taramata [south side of the 

Rakaia] not being more than 15 feet above the beach.”  (Mantell 1848-49: 2 October 1848.) 

Early in the twentieth century Herries Beattie collected place-names and other data from 

elderly Maori informants.  (He was described by the Otago Daily Times as a “Gleaner in the 

Field.”)  He listed “Whaka-nui” with the [unlikely] meaning of ‘a large harbour’ but also referred to 

Shortland’s record and meaning of the name – the great halting place.  (Beattie 1945: 43, 45, also 

84.) 

The various spellings and pronunciations of the place-name – Wakanui, Whakanui, Hakanui, 

Whanganui, Wanganui – are doubtless largely due to southern Maori dialect and attempts to render 

the name into standard Maori that was put into written form in the far north of the country where a 

somewhat different dialect was spoken.  This would include such differences as the southern W (or H) 

in place of northern Wh, and the southern K for northern Ng.  The southern dialect is briefly discussed 

by H. D. Skinner in his “Culture Areas in New Zealand” (Skinner 1921: 72–73) and by Herries 

Beattie in Traditional Lifeways of the Southern Maori (Beattie 2009: 36–38). 

It is suggested here that no one of the above spellings should be considered “correct” but 

historical usage since at least the early 1860s (as for instance in the Lyttelton Times (1862) and 

other media) would favour ‘Wakanui’ as the best approximation of the southern dialect.  Standard 

Maori pronunciation and spelling as indicated by Edward Shortland (above) would be ‘Whanganui’ 

but there is no evidence that this was ever used for the creek or the locality. 

Recorded Archaeological Sites  

There are five recorded 

archaeological sites in the 

Wakanui Beach area, four of them 

being evidence of human 

occupation or activity of some sort 

prior to European contact.  Their 

locations are shown by stars on 

the adjacent diagram which has 

been taken from ArchSite, the on-

line database of New Zealand 

archaeological sites operated by 

the New Zealand Archaeological 

Association.  At the time some of 

these sites were recorded in the 

1970s it was customary to locate 

them within a 100-yard grid 

square on the appropriate inch-to-

the-mile topographical map, hence the square attached to two of the sites in the diagram.  
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The site locations have been plotted on the above aerial photograph (each recorded site being 

identified by a number prefixed by L37/) and brief details are as follows:   

Site L37/8 was discovered in a paddock on the western side of Wakanui Beach Road in 1970 

and salvage excavations were carried out here in 1971 and 1972 following cultivation and surface 

collecting by local school 

children of the large 

number of artifacts that 

had been brought to the 

surface – the yellow dot 

above the site number is a 

central position on the 

grid used to record the 

excavations.  The photo-

graph on the right shows 

an assemblage of these 

artifacts, nearly all col-

lected from the surface 

after cultivation.  The 

great majority of those 

shown here are knives and 

cutting implements. 
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Sixty-eight five-foot (approximately 1.5 

metre) squares were excavated enabling 

occupational material and data to be obtained.  

The material, comprising artifacts, bones, shells 

and burnt, broken ‘firestones’ in a charcoal-

stained matrix, was very shallow, for the most 

part no deeper than plough depth.  Although the 

site extended over a very large area, with 

patches of occupational material occurring for 

several hundred metres, it was particularly 

noticeable in the vicinity of a dry watercourse 

that meandered across the paddock.  Where 

they occurred below plough depth, the patches 

of burnt stones and charcoal mostly lay in and 

around shallow pits or cooking hollows that 

over time had become filled in to approximately 

the level with the surrounding ground surface.  

These ranged in size from about 50 centimetres 

to two metres in diameter.  The photograph on 

the right shows part of a hollow containing 

burnt broken stones and moa bones. 

Moa bones were of at least two species, identified as Euryapteryx and Emeus, and some had 

been burnt by repeated firings of the “oven” in which they were found.  Moas were the most 

important food source represented in the midden remains, and there were also pieces of moa egg- 

shell and bones of some small birds and of sea mammals.  Marine mollusc shells were rare, which is 

not surprising considering the shingly nature of the beach, but there were also some shells of fresh 

water mussels (Hyridella).  In common with other early coastal Canterbury sites, discoidal spalls of 

greywacke (commonly called “teshoa”) had been used for cutting purposes, and many had 

secondary flaking to modify the cutting edges.  Adze-heads were not numerous or particularly well 

finished, but did include several examples hammer-dressed nephrite.  Other diagnostic artifacts 

were a bone harpoon point and a lure fish-hook point.  (See also Trotter 1977: 358–359.)  

A unique feature in the 

site was two linked 

“basins” that had a baked 

clay surface, which sug-

gested that they had been 

built to contain water 

(photograph on left). 

A radiocarbon date ob-

tained at the time (Trotter 

1975) cannot be considered 

very accurate in terms of 

today’s more refined pro-

cess but it did suggest that 

the site was occupied in the 

mid to late fourteenth cen-

tury.  Stone material for 

artifact manufacture had 

been obtained from a wide range of sources including the North Island.  Apart from some flakes of 

obsidian (Mosley and McCoy 2010) and palla (Moore and Trotter 2017), the artifacts obtained from 

the site have not yet been analysed though it is hoped that a study of them will be made in the not 

too distant future. 
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Site L37/10 was recorded in 1971 as several exposures of archaeological material on a low 

terrace below the bank on north-east side of the Wakanui Creek.  There were oven depressions, 

midden and artifacts present.  The land owner at the time reported that many ovens had been visible 

on the flat when it was cultivated some years earlier.  The location of this site needs to be checked 

and the evidence re-evaluated to help provide a better understanding of Wakanui archaeology.  

Site L37/15 was 

recorded in 1977 as burnt 

and broken greywacke 

stones together with 

“teshoa” and blackened 

soil in the middle of the 

car parking area on the 

seaward side of the settle-

ment at Wakanui Beach.  

Although no sign of 

occupation was visible on 

the now grassed surface in 

2016 it can be assumed 

that it will still occur 

beneath the surface.  The 

parking area is much the 

same as it appears on early 

photographs (e.g. 1960s).  

It had been thought that if 

the site was at all extensive 

it had probably been disturbed when ditches has been dug along its seaward side (visible the above 

aerial view) but no evidence of such disturbance was found in 2018. 

Site L37/21 was found 

in 2016 while carrying out 

an archaeological assess-

ment at Wakanui Beach 

(Trotter 2017).  It is an area 

of about 60 centimetres in 

diameter containing burnt 

and broken greywacke 

stones – ‘firestones’ – sur-

rounded by blacked soil.  It 

appeared to have been the 

base of an ‘oven’ hollow 

from which the upper part 

has been eroded, probably 

by flood waters of the 

Wakanui Creek.  A few 

scattered firestones lay 

nearby on the surface on 

exposed ground, particu-

larly on the seaward side.  

It is likely that other sites 

of this nature occur, or have occurred, in the general Wakanui Beach area, being the remaining 

visible evidence of where people have stopped and cooked some food.  The trowel in the above 

photograph is 25 centimetres long.  Like other surface indications, there may well be other 

archaeological evidence beneath the ground. 
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Site L37/22 is of a 

very different nature being 

of relatively recent age and 

of European origin.  For a 

short while after the end of 

the Second World War 

Wakanui Beach was the site 

for experimental research 

into radio propagation 

across the Canterbury 

Plains under varying 

meteorological conditions.  

It was known as the 

“Canterbury Project” 

(Chivers 2012; National 

Film Unit 1947; Wilkes 

1971; Barrios 1991), and 

some radio astronomical 

work on solar bursts was also undertaken there 

(Orchiston 2016).  The Wakanui Beach instal-

lation (photograph above), was later removed 

but the site is marked by a small concrete slab 

that was once the base of an aerial (photograph 

left).  It is possible that other remains of the 

radar station have been destroyed by coastal 

erosion.  This site does not come under the 

protection of the Heritage New Zealand Act but 

is nevertheless an important part of the history 

of Wakanui Beach.  Pieces of ironware and 

broken crockery occur in the ground nearby, 

and there may well be other evidence relating 

to the research work undertaken there in the 

middle of the twentieth century. 

In summary, five archaeological sites have been recorded in the general Wakanui Beach 

vicinity, and one of them, L37/15, is within the area covered by the present enhancement 

programme.  The extent of two other early sites, L37/8 and L37/10, is not known, and it is possible 

that all four pre-European sites relate to a single period of occupation. 

Wakanui Beach Planting Day 

On 8 May 2018 a work day was arranged at Wakanui Beach by the Ashburton District 

Council to plant native shrubs and erect bollards and signposts. 

Pupils from Wakanui School, with help of volunteers from Forest and Bird and the local 

community together with Council staff planted approximately 700 seedling shrubs, installed 55 

bollards, and erected two new signs.  The plants were species that were compatible with the location 

and included flax, cabbage trees, coastal ribbonwood, coprosma and teasel sedges.  Many had been 

grown from seeds collected from a similar beach location near the mouth of the Ashburton River, 

some 5.5 kilometres to the southwest. 

The object of the exercise was to enhance and restore the reserve area – approximately 6.3 

hectares in two parcels of land that straddle the Wakanui Creek (Parts RS 845 and RS 846) – and to 

help control vehicular traffic which could have a deleterious effect on both flora and fauna.  

Because of the presence of archaeological sites the work was done under Heritage New Zealand 

Authority 2018/105. 
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Above is a general view of the planting day in progress.  (Just to the right of the tent but 

further back is the historic brick ‘cook house’ erected by the Ashburton County Council in 1908 for 

picnickers but now privately owned.) 

 

In this aerial view the green shading is the area where planting took place, the red line 

indicates the row of 55 bollards, and the red dots are where new signs were erected.  Archaeological 

site L37/15 which was recorded in 1977 is in the area between the row of bollards and settlement. 
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Holes for the shrubs were dug by spade, largely on lower-lying land immediately to the 

northeast of archaeological site L37/15 and in rougher ground to the south. 

A mechanical auger was used to dig holes for the bollards.  These were on the periphery of 

the archaeological site and each was monitored in case any archaeological evidence was revealed. 
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Loose soil was cleaned out of the bollard holes, and the bollards were inserted and soil 

rammed around them.  Posts for two new signs were erected in the same manner. 

Conclusion  

When archaeological site L37/15 was recorded in 1977 it was described as being on the 

flattened area used as a car park in front of the huts where burnt and broken stones (i.e. firestones), 

greywacke spalls (“teshoa”) and blackened earth had been seen on the gravel surface.  This is fairly 

typical of a pre-European camping spot in this general area, but no indication was given as the size 

or extent of the site.  Apart from noting in 2016 that the site was now grassed over there has been no 

update of this site record. 

During the planting day a number of 

pieces of metalware, crockery, glass, brick, 

concrete, pipes, bones and plastic were 

uncovered during the digging of the shrub 

holes but all were of relatively recent 

European origin and not historically 

significant.  Even less was found while 

digging the bollard holes, though two 

structures were noted – a vertical iron well 

pipe that was said to have been drilled for 

water testing (left untouched), and a vertical 

ceramic drain pile filled with soil that had 

been placed in the ground for reasons 

unknown (photograph on the right). 

As the ground had previously been relatively undisturbed it is concluded that the 

archaeological site did not extend as far as where the bollard installation or tree planting took place. 
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Service Delivery Committee Delegations 

 

Type of Committee Council Standing Committee 

Subordinate to Council 

Subcommittees  Wastewater 

Working Groups  Biodiversity 

 Community Road Reference (rural and urban areas) 

 Lakes Camp & Clearwater Landscape 

 Stockwater 

Joint Committees  Canterbury Waste 

 Regional Land Transport 

 Road Safety 

 ECan River Rating Boards 

 Total Mobility 

Advisory Groups None 

Legislative Basis Committee constituted by Council as per schedule 7, clause 30 (1)(a), 
LGA 2002. 

Committee delegated powers by Council as per schedule 7, clause 32, 
LGA 2002. 

Membership Twelve Councillors and Mayor (ex officio) 

Quorum Seven 

Delegations  Council delegates to the Service Delivery Committee all of the duties and 

decision-making powers within the following areas of responsibility: 

Amenity provision including: 

 Cemeteries 

 Conservation works 

 Public conveniences 

 Public swimming pools 

 Walkways  

 Cycleways 

 Parks and reserves 

 Roads and utilities including: 

 Land drainage 

 Refuse collection and disposal 

 Recycling 

 Roading, footpaths and bridges 

 Sewerage reticulation and disposal 

 Street lighting 

 Traffic control 

 Water supply 

 Trade waste 

 Stockwater 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Community services including: 

 Library 

 Recreation 

 Art Gallery and Heritage Centre 

 EA Networks Centre 

 
Planning and strategic direction with regard to: 

 Cemeteries 

 Public conveniences 

 Recreation, parks and reserves 

 Refuse and recycling 

 Roads and footpaths 

 Water supply 

 Wastewater 

 Stockwater 

 Library 

 

All the duties and responsibilities listed above must be carried out in 
accordance with the relevant legislation including: 

 Burial and Cremation Act 1964 

 Civil Defence Emergency Management Act 2002 

 Drainage and Plumbing Regulations 1978 

 Gas Act 1992 

 Health (Drinking Water) Amendment Act 2007 

 Health Act 1956 

 Infrastructure (Amendments Relating to Utilities Access) 2010 

 Land Drainage Act 1908 

 Land Transport Act 1998 

 Land Transport Management Act 2003 

 Litter Act 1979 

 Local Government Act 1974 

 Local Government Act 2002 

 New Zealand Library Association Act 1939 

 Public Bodies Contracts Act 1959 

 Public Works Act 1981 

 Reserves Act 1977 

 Telecommunications Act 2001 

 Transport Act 1962 

 Utilities Access Act 2010 

 Walking Access Act 2008 

 Waste Minimisation Act 2008 

 

Limits to Delegations Matters that must be processed by way of recommendation to Council 
include: 

 amendment to fees and charges relating to all activities 

 powers that cannot be delegated to committees as per the Local 

Government Act 2002 and sections 2.3 and 2.4 of the manual. 

Delegated authority is within the financial limits in section 7. 
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